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TOWN OF RYE BUDGET COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

To consider the 2024 Proposed Budgets: 

Rye Beach Village District 

Jenness Beach Precinct 

Rye Water District 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

Rye Town Hall & Via Zoom 

 
 
  

Present:  Chair Scott Marion, Vice-Chair Jeff Ross, Clerk Steven Borne, Rye Water District 

Rep Ralph Hickson, Rye Beach District Rep Frank Drake, Jenness Beach Precinct Rep Deb 

Crapo, Selectmen’s Rep Bob McGrath, Dania Seiglie (6:40), and Kate Dumas (6:40) 

 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Chair Marion called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 

II. WORK SESSION 

A. Approval of Minutes: 

1. Public Hearing 1/10/24 

 

Motion by Jeff Ross to approve the minutes of January 10, 2024 as presented.  Seconded by 

Steven Borne.  Vote: 6-0-1 Abstained: Frank Drake 

 

2. Public Hearing 1/11/24 

 

Motion by Ralph Hickson to approve the minutes of January 11, 2024 as presented.  

Seconded by Jeff Ross.  Vote: 6-0-1 Abstained: Frank Drake 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

• Jenness Beach Precinct 

 

Deb Crapo, Representing the Jenness Beach Precinct, submitted the proposed 2024 Budget 

for Jenness Beach Precinct.  (Please see attached proposed budget worksheet.) 

 

The Committee reviewed the proposed budget and did not have any issues or concerns. 

 

Note:  Dania Seiglie and Kate Dumas joined the meeting via Zoom at 6:40 p.m. 
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Motion by Ralph Hickson to recommend $99,510 for the Jenness Beach Precinct Budget.  

Seconded by Frank Drake.  Vote: 8-0 

 

Chair Marion opened for public comment with regard to the Jenness Beach Precinct proposed 

budget. 

 

Joe Cummins, 990 Washington Road, asked questions about the proposed budget.   

 

Mrs. Crapo addressed Mr. Cummins questions. 

 

Dominique Winebaum, 62 Cable Road, spoke about her concerns in regard to Aquarion Water, 

which had to do with the flushing schedule and aging water main infrastructure.  She also 

expressed concerns about not having representation by the Jenness Beach Precinct 

Commissioners at Aquarion public meetings.  Mrs. Winebaum asked questions in regard to the 

proposed budget for hydrants. 

 

Mrs. Winebaum’s questions were addressed. 

 

• Rye Beach Village District 

 

Frank Drake, Representative for the Rye Beach Village District, presented the 2024 

proposed budget for the District.  (Please see attached budget worksheets.) 

 

Chair Marion opened to the public for comments. 

 

Mrs. Winebaum spoke in regard to future budgeting for an update to the Rye Beach Master Plan. 

 

Motion by Steven Borne to recommend $153,850 for the Rye Beach Village District Budget.  

Seconded by Ralph Hickson.  Vote: 8-0 

 

Rye Beach Village District Warrant Articles presented: 

 

Article 6: To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

forty thousand dollars ($40,000) for the purpose of rebuilding the Philbrick Beach 

Boardwalk.  This sum to come from the general fund balance.  No amount to be raised 

from taxation. 

 

  This article is recommended by the RBVD Commissioners:  3-0 

 

Motion by Jeff Ross to recommend Rye Beach Village District Article 6.  Seconded by Bob 

McGrath.  Vote: 8-0 

 

Note:  At 7:25 p.m., Kate Dumas joined the meeting in person and Deb Crapo adjourned. 
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• Rye Water District 

 

Ralph Hickson, Rye Water District Commissioner, along with RWD Business Manager 

Dyana Ledger, presented the proposed 2024 Rye Water District Budget to the Committee.  

(Please see attached budget worksheets.) 

 

Chair Marion opened to the public for comments. 

 

Mr. Cummins asked questions relating to the salaries and wages line items. 

 

Mr. Cummins’ questions were addressed. 

 

Motion by Kate Dumas to recommend $2,190,304 for the Rye Water District Budget.  

Seconded by Jeff Ross.  Vote: 7-0 

  

Rye Water District Warrant Articles presented: 

 

Article #03 To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,950,000.00 

(gross budget) for the purpose of design, development, and construction of a water 

treatment facility (the “Project”), that will qualify the District for federal and/or state 

funds, and to authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds or notes of the 

District in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (NH RSA 

33:1 et seq., as amended) in the amount up to $15,950,000.00; and further to 

authorize the District Commissioners to issue, negotiate, sell and deliver such bonds 

or notes, and to determine the interest rate thereon and the maturity and other terms 

thereof; and further to authorize District Commissioners to apply for, obtain and 

accept federal, state, or other aid, grants or other funds, if any which may be 

available for  the Project, and use such funds to reduce the amount of bonds or notes 

issued or to pay debt service on the bonds or notes, and to participate in the State 

Revolving Fund (SRF) RSA 486:14 and the Drinking Water & Groundwater Trust 

Fund (DWGTF) RSA 485-F established for this purpose; and to authorize the 

District Commissioners to take any other action or to pass any other vote relative 

thereto. It is anticipated that the District will receive up to $2,000,000.00 in 

principal forgiveness from the State Revolving Fund loan program. (3/5 Majority 

Ballot Vote Required).  

 

                                     This article is recommended by the Commissioners 3-0 

 

The Budget Committee agreed to table Warrant Article #03 until after the Rye Water District 

public hearing regarding the funding of the treatment facility.  The Budget Committee will take a 

vote on the article after the Town’s Deliberative Session on February 3rd. 

 

Motion by Steven Borne to table Rye Water District Warrant Article #03.  Seconded by 

Dania Seiglie.  Vote: 7-0-1 Abstained: Bob McGrath 
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Article #04 To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand 

Dollars ($30,000) to be placed in the District’s existing Storage Tank 

Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund established for the purpose of maintaining 

the water storage tanks.  This appropriation is in addition to the operating budget.  

(Majority Vote Required.) 

  

                                      This Article is Recommended by the Commissioners 3-0 

 

The District’s Storage Tank Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund has a balance of December 31, 

2023 in the amount of $224,815.67.   

 

Motion by Jeff Ross to recommend Article #04 in the amount of $30,000.  Seconded by 

Dania Seiglie.  Vote:  8-0 

 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

• Jenness Beach Precinct Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, March 16th 

• Rye Beach Village District Annual Meeting to be held on Tuesday, June 11th  

• Rye Water District Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, March 23rd  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Steven Borne to adjourn at 8:33 p.m.  Seconded by Ralph Hickson.  All in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F Ledger 
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