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TOWN OF RYE – BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Monday, March 11, 2019 

6:30 p.m. – Rye Town Hall 
 

 

 

Present:  Chair Priscilla Jenness, Vice-Chair Phil Winslow and Selectman Keriann Roman  

 

Others Present:  Town Administrator Michael Magnant and Finance Director/Assistant Town 

Administrator Becky Bergeron.  

      

   

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Chairman Jenness called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

II. NON-PUBLIC SESSION (1) per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personnel 

        (2) per RSA 91-A:3, II (e) Litigation 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Keriann Roman made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 

Personnel.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  Roll Call: Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes, Roman - Yes. 

 

At 7:07 p.m., Keriann Roman made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Phil 

Winslow.  Roll Call: Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes, Roman - Yes. 

 

 

At 7:08 p.m., Keriann Roman made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 

Personnel and (e) Litigation.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  Roll Call: Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes, 

Roman - Yes. 

 

At 7:23 p.m., Keriann Roman made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Phil 

Winslow.  Roll Call: Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes, Roman - Yes. 

 

 

III. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chair Priscilla Jenness reconvened the meeting at 7:40 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Chair Jenness reminded everyone that town voting is being held on Tuesday, March 12th from 8:00 a.m. 

to 7:00 p.m. at the Rye Elementary School. 
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Vice Chair Winslow announced that the St. Thomas Saints won their first Statewide Hockey Tournament.  

Several of the boys on the team are from Rye, including his grandson.   

 

Motion by Keriann Roman to take agenda item VII, Discussion Item B, out of order.  Seconded by 

Phil Winslow.  All in Favor. 

 

 

B. Chief Kevin Walsh – Hiring of Full Time Police Officers Charles Graham and Joshua 

McAllister.   

 

Chief Walsh introduced Charles (Chad) Graham from Hampton Falls.  He has a Bachelor’s degree in 

Criminal Justice. 

 

Chief Walsh also introduced Josh McAllister from Epping.  Josh has as Associate’s degree in Criminal 

Justice and a background in marine patrol. 

 

Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector Amy Thibodeau conducted the official swearing in ceremony. 

 

The Board of Selectmen welcomed and congratulated both Officer McAllister and Graham.   

 

Vice Chair Winslow asked to take agenda item VII, Discussion Item C, out of order. 

 

 

C. Arthur Ditto – Seacoast Drinking Water Commission and House Bill 495 

 

Water District Commissioner Arthur Ditto addressed the Board regarding the Seacoast Drinking Water 

Commission and House Bill 495.  House Bill 495 established the long-term seacoast commission on 

drinking water.  This commission will run through November 1, 2029.  The new commission will 

continue the work of RSA 485-F:5 seacoast commission on long-term goals and requirements for 

drinking water which was repealed on November 1, 2018.   

 

Vice Chair Winslow asked if Commissioner Ditto would be willing to continue to work on the new 

commission.   

 

Commissioner Ditto stated that he wasn’t sure how the new commission will work. He recommended 

waiting until the Bill is passed.   

 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT – (at the beginning of the meeting, for any comment by any Rye resident 

on any topic.  Requested time limit, up to 5 minutes each person.) 

 

• NONE 

 

 



DRAFT MINUTES of the BOS Meeting 3/11/19 
See minutes of 3/25/19 for approvals/corrections 

 

3 
 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – (to be discussed at the meeting only if pulled off the consent 

agenda by one of the three Selectmen.) 

 

A. Sign Request:  Webster at Rye for a sign at Parsons Field announcing Rye Art in Bloom 

4/12/19 & 4/13/19.  The sign is requested from 4/7/19 to 4/13/19. 

 

B. Email rec’d from John Loftus re: his resignation from the Historic District Commission 

 

C. Letter rec’d from Frank Hwang re: his resignation from the Heritage Commission. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to accept the consent agenda as presented.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  

All in Favor. 

 

Chair Jenness asked that letters be sent to Mr. Loftus for his service on the Historic District Commission 

and to Mr. Hwang for his service on the Heritage Commission. 

 

The Board took agenda item VII, Discussion Item D, out of order. 

 

D. Rye Recreation Storage Facility Update 

 

Recreation Director, Lee Arthur and Recreation Commissioner Cory Belden (Cory is also a civil 

engineer) presented the recreation storage facility update to the Board.   

 

Commissioner Belden reported that the project was awarded to JRK Builders from Hampton, NH.  It is a 

designed built contract.  The Recreation Commission is close to signing the contract that has been vetted 

by the Town’s Attorney.  The Recreation Commission has met with the Planning Board, Conservation 

Commission and building department on the project.   Mr. Belden explained that the original location of 

the new building has been changed because when the old snack shack and storage building was taken 

down it revealed an amazing view out over the ball fields and the marsh out to the ocean.  The 

Commission felt that they should not block that view so they rotated the building 90 degrees and put it 

along the stone wall area.  The Recreation Commission has worked with the Conservation Commission to 

relocate the driveway to accommodate the changes and to access the gravel parking area in the back.  

Ideally, only one tree will need to be removed.   

  

Mr. Belden stated that during this process the Recreation Commission has referred back to the original 

space needs study that was done in 2016.  In looking at the short- and long-term recommendations that 

were made in that report, one of the short-term recommendations was to address the immediate storage 

needs with a new heated and controlled storage area.  This new facility is addressing that issue.  The 

Recreation Commission is currently working on updating the Rye Recreation Area Master Plan.  They 

have already preformed the first stage of surveying the recreation area and plan to complete the full 

survey this summer.  Mr. Belden also reported the Recreation Commission is working with the School 

Board on a long-term agreement for the after-school program.  They are also working on a multi-year 

agreement with the Rye Congregational Church for space for the senior programs and possibly a program 

for junior high students.   
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Selectman Roman asked if moving the driveway will be an added expense.   

 

Lee Arthur explained that the Recreation Commission have donations that are unrestricted funds that will 

be available to cover the costs.   

 

Mr. Belden reported that the building permit was submitted today.  Once the contract has been finalized 

and signed, the hope is to start construction by April 1st with substantial completion by September 1st. 

However the contractor has stated that he has other projects lined up for this summer and is hoping to 

complete this project in two months.  

 

Lee Arthur acknowledge that this is not an ideal time to build at the recreation area.  The summer is the 

busiest time.  There are previsions in the contract that address this issue; however, it is not going to be 

easy.  She stated that they are just going to have to be proactive and communicate with the groups that use 

the facility.     

 

The Recreation Commission will present the Board of Selectmen with the contract at their next meeting. 

 

VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS - Moved to the end of the meeting. 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

1. Meeting, Monday, January 28, 2019, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

2. Non-Public Session, Monday January 28, 2019(1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (b) Hiring 

3. Meeting, Monday February 11, 2019, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

4. Non-Public Session, Monday, February 11, 2019 (1) Per RS 91-A:3, II (b) Hiring 

5. Meeting, Thursday, February 21, 2019, 9:00 a.m., Town Hall 

6. Non-Public Session, Thursday, February 21, 2019 (1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (d) Acquisition 

7. Non-Public Session, Thursday, February 21, 2019 (1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personal 

                                                                                                         (2) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (c) Reputation 

 

B. Chief Kevin Walsh – Hiring of Full Time Police Officers Charles Graham and Joshua 

McAllister.   Taken out of Order.  Please see above. 

 

C. Arthur Ditto – Seacoast Drinking Water Commission and house Bill 495  

Taken Out of Order.  Please see above. 

 

D. Rye Recreation Storage Facility Update  

Taken Out of Order.  Please see above.  

 

E. Proposed Parking Ordinance Changes 

 

Chief Walsh reported to the Board that there have been issues with the parking on Central Road in the 

area of St. Theresa’s Church.  During Mass, the members are not using the parking lot and are parking on 

the road.  He explained that there is enough parking in the lot.  The police department has been working 

with the church ushers to correct the situation.  The ushers are putting out cones to try to manage the 

situation and there have been announcements and notices put on the church’s bulletin boards asking 
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everyone not to park on the road in front of the houses in the area.  Chief Walsh explained that the 

challenges are that when cars are parked on the road near the driveways of the homes in the area, as the 

home owner is trying to get out of their driveways, there is little-to-no visibility.  St. Theresa’s is good at 

informing the department when there will be a significate event so that there can be police coverage to 

manage the traffic.   

 

Chief Walsh asked the Board to implement a temporary town parking ordinance for “No Parking” on one 

side of Central Road on Saturday and Sunday.  He stated that he would like to have it added to the 

parking ordinance and to post signs to that effect.  He would work out the details regarding the signs with 

the highway director.   

 

Town Administrator Michael Magnant explained that there would need to be a public hearing before this 

could go into effect.  If the Board agrees to the ordinance, a public hearing would be scheduled.  He 

further explained that the Board has the authority to create a parking regulation; however, in the past it 

has been the Board of Selectmen’s policy to place any temporary ordinance on the ballot for a town vote 

in the upcoming election.   

 

The Board agreed to hold the public hearing. 

 

F. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Red Mill Lane Culvert Replacements 

 

Public Works Director Dennis McCarthy reported that the Red Mill Lane Culvert project has been 

completed.  He asked the Board to authorize him to sign the final acceptance of completion in order to 

close out the file.  He explained that the town is holding $5,100 as a warranty on the two culverts.   

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to accept the Red Mill culvert replacement as complete and to authorize 

Public Works Director, Dennis McCarthy, to sign the final acceptance.  Seconded by Keriann 

Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

Mr. McCarthy also reported that the Harbor Road Bridge project has been completed and that he needs 

the same acceptance and authorization from the Board. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to accept the Harbor Road Bridge Project as complete and to authorize 

Public Works Director, Dennis McCarthy, to sign the final acceptance.  Seconded by Keriann 

Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

 

G. Discussion about sending a letter to the State re: Assistance – financial and/or manpower – 

during the summer 

 

Selectman Roman presented an article from Seacoast Online.  She explained that Hampton sued the State 

because they felt that the town was not getting enough help with the beaches.  She pointed out that part of 

that issue pertained to police and fire.  She stated that she knows that Hampton has a much larger State 

beach but the issues are the same for Rye, only on a smaller scale.  Selectman Roman said that the State 

and Hampton have worked out a joint operations plan.  Senator Sherman was instrumental in getting all 

the parties to the table.  She asked if maybe the Town of Rye could invite the same parties to come and 

talk about having the same kind of plan with the State.   
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Vice Chair Winslow agreed that the meeting would be a great idea.  He recommended that before the 

meeting is scheduled the board sit down and develop what that plan should look like. 

 

Selectman Roman asked if the town administrator could get Hampton’s Plan to go by.  The Town of 

Rye’s issues will be similar.  She recommended that after getting the Hampton plan, the board have a 

working session with Chief Walsh, Chief Cotreau and Dennis McCarthy to identify what Rye needs and 

then put together a document to work from.  After that, they could contact Tom Sherman to get involved.  

  

The Board agreed.   

 

 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

A. Letter rec’d 2/11/19 from the UNH Technology Transfer Center announcing that Dennis 

McCarthy, Public Works Director, has achieved the status of Safety Champion. 

 

Chair Jenness read the notification into the record.   

 

The Board congratulated Mr. McCarthy.   

 

 

B. Letter rec’d from Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders (SABR) re: Proposal to change the signs on 

Route 1A from “Share the Road” to “State Law – 3 Feet Minimum to Pass Bicycles”. 

 

Chair Jenness read the letter into the record.  The Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders has over 700 members.   

One of the biggest concerns from the members is safety on the roads with multiple reports of close passes 

from automobiles.  The New Hampshire DOT Complete Streets Committee has been analyzing bicycle 

use in the State.  Their study shows that Route 1A has one of the highest rates of use by people on bikes 

in New Hampshire.  Both signs have be approved by the DOT.  The committee recommended that the 

current “Share the Road” signs be replaced by the “State Law - 3 Feet Minimum to Pass Bicycles” sign 

for both education and safety purposes. 

 

Chair Jenness pointed out that Route 1A is not a town road and recommended that the town notify the 

State.   

 

The Board agreed. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

• None 

 

X. OLD BUSINESS  

• None 
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XI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. Alex Herlihy re: The Historical Society Museum 

 

Mr. Herlihy explained that over the years he has created personalized albums with photos for friends that 

have reach milestones in their lives.  He pointed out that tonight’s meeting was one of the last official 

duties for Chair Priscilla Jenness.  Mr. Herlihy stated that he would like to present an album to Mrs. 

Jenness.  He highlighted her achievements and contributions as follows:  

 

Priscilla’s mother, Vivian Volkman, is linked to Rye’s golden resort history as she worked at the 

Seaview House/Hotel before it was torn down in 1918 to make way for the Rye Beach 

Community Hall and Post Office.  (Vivian was a dear friend of Alex’s mother Jessie.) 

  

Priscilla graduated from the University of New Hampshire in 1959.   

 

Priscilla married Bill Jenness, Rye’s long-time building inspector, and linked herself to one of 

Rye’s founding families.  She became a student of the town’s past and present. 

 

Mrs. Jenness went on to study art and became an art teacher in the Portsmouth School District 

for 35 years. 

 

Mr. Herlihy said that the when his mother passed away in 1989, the Historic Society published 

her poetry about Rye and beyond.  At that time, Mr. Herlihy asked Priscilla to do some 

illustrations to go with the poems.  Photos have been included in the album that he is presenting 

tonight.  

  

Mrs. Jenness started editing the Annual Town Report in 1999. With color photos, history and 

 fine remembrances of those that have passed, she has brought Rye to life in these pages. Mr. 

 Herlihy stated that these reports have been taken for granted all these years and he hopes that 

 she will continue to help edit them in the future and train others to carry it on. 

 

Mrs. Jenness became a Selectman in 2001.   

 

Mr. Herlihy Thanked Mrs. Jenness for her service on the Rye Board of Selectmen and for all 

she has “put up with” and contributed. She has contributed greatly to the functioning of the Rye 

government and will be sorely missed. 

 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

 

1. Meeting, Monday, January 28, 2019, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

 

 The following corrections were made: 

Page 10; Next to the last paragraph reads; Mr. McGill stated that he is confident that the 

Board of Selectmen will not allow antidotal.….. ; It should read; Mr. McGill stated that he 

is confident that the Board of Selectmen will not allow anecdotal….. 
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Page 13; third paragraph reads; unintended consequents; It should read; unintended 

consequences   

Page; third paragraph, Lori Carbajal reads; The recommendations include: U-turn signs. 

It should read; The recommendations include: No U-turn signs.    

Page; third paragraph, Lori Carbajal reads; unintended consequents; should be unintended 

consequences 

Page 15; last paragraph reads; She also pointed out that there are a number of more 

important issues than that what that money will be need for, it should read; She also 

pointed out that there are a number of more important issues that the money will be need 

for,   

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of January 28, 2019 as amended.  Seconded by 

Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

2. Non-Public Session, Monday January 28, 2019(1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (b) Hiring 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of the Non-public session of January 28, 2019 as 

written.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

Motion by Keriann Roman release the minutes of the Non-Public session of January 28, 2019.  

Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in Favor.   

 

3. Meeting, Monday February 11, 2019, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

 

 The following corrections were made: 

Page 5; second to the last paragraph reads; Staff members maybe appointed; it should read 

Staff members may be appointed 

Page 5; last paragraph; driveway should be driveways 

Page 6; 6th paragraph, Mary Westover; Her and her husband should read; She and her 

husband. 

Page 7; first line reads; one bias person.  It should read; one unbiased person.   

Page 7; second paragraph, last sentence; one bias person should read; one unbiased person. 

Page 8; first paragraph reads; The Highway Department has striped the road so that the 

traffic going onto Route 1 must make a sharp right curb to the stop sign before Route 1.  It 

should read; The Highway Department has striped the road so that the traffic going onto 

Route 1 must make a sharp right turn to the stop sign before Route 1. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of February 11, 2019 as amended.  Seconded by 

Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

4. Non-Public Session, Monday, February 11, 2019 (1) Per RS 91-A:3, II (b) Hiring 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of the Non-public session of February 11, 2019 as 

written.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   
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Motion by Keriann Roman release the minutes of the Non-Public session of February 11, 2019.  

Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in Favor.   

 

5. Meeting, Thursday, February 21, 2019, 9:00 a.m., Town Hall 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of February 21, 2019 as written.  Seconded by 

Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.  

 

6. Non-Public Session, Thursday, February 21, 2019 (1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (d) Acquisition 

 

The following correction was made: 

       Page 2; first word of the last sentence; the word competing should be completing  

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of the Non-public session of February 21, 2019 as 

amended.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

Motion by Keriann Roman seal the minutes of the Non-Public session of February 21, 2019, until 

proposal is finalized or withdrawn, because failure to do so could render the proposed action 

ineffective.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in Favor.   

 

7. Non -Public Session, Thursday, February 21, 2019 (1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personal 

                                                                                                          

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of the Non-public session of February 21, 2019 as 

written.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

8. Non -Public Session, Thursday, February 21, 2019 (2) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (c) Reputation 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of the Non-public session of February 21, 2019 as 

written.  Seconded by Keriann Roman.  All in Favor.   

 

 

• Alex Herlihy told the Board about an article in the archives of the New Yorker, dated July 2, 2018.  

The article addresses the decline in local civic participation in this country.  It is suggested that 

this is because of national ideological followings.  He said that he has contacted UNH and asked if 

there is anyone that is studying this issue.  He said that there is a woman from UNH that has 

agreed to come to Rye to do a presentation on this topic.  She will be talking about the issue as 

well as what other communities are already doing to turn this around.   

 

 The program will be held Wednesday, April 10th.   

 

 The Board agreed that it is a great idea.    

  

 Vice-Chair Winslow suggested that she be invited to do a 30-minute presentation at a future 

 Selectmen’s meeting as well.   
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Motion by Keriann Roman to seal the minutes of the Non-Public session of earlier this evening, per 

RSA 91-A:3, II (e) Litigation, until the matter is resolved because failure to do so could render the 

proposed action ineffective.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in Favor.   

                                                                                

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to adjourn 8:58 p.m.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in Favor. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F. Ledger 
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