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TOWN OF RYE – BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING 
Monday, February 12, 2018 

5:45 p.m. – Rye Town Hall 

 

 

 

Members Present:  Chairman Craig Musselman, Vice-Chair Priscilla Jenness and 

Selectman Phil Winslow 

 

 

Others Present:  Town Administrator Michael Magnant 

 

 

5:45 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Musselman called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. 

 

II. NON-PUBLIC SESSION (1) per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personnel 

           (2) per RSA 91-A:3, II (c) Reputation 

 

At 5:45 p.m., Priscilla Jenness made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A: 

3, II (a) Personnel and (c) Reputation.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  Roll Call: Musselman – 

Yes, Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes. 

 

  

At 6:30 p.m., Phil Winslow made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by 

Priscilla Jenness.  Roll Call: Musselman – Yes, Jenness – Yes, Winslow – Yes. 

 

 

6:30 p.m. RECONVENE PUBLIC MEETING 

 

III. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chairman Musselman reconvened the public meeting at 6:32 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT – (at the beginning of the meeting, for any comment by 

any Rye resident on any topic.  Requested time limit, up to 5 minutes each 

person.) 
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Peter Crawford, 171 Brackett Road, expressed his disappointment that the details of the 

purchase and sale agreement for the TD Bank building were not available prior to the Budget 

Committee meeting on January 11th.   

 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to seal the minutes of the Non-Public Session just completed.  

Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in favor. 

 

 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – (to be discussed at the meeting only if pulled 

off the consent agenda by one of the three Selectmen.) 

 

A. Joint Loss Committee – request to accept and expend funds received in the 

amount of $500 from Healthtrust, LLC. 

 

B. Letter rec’d 2/2/18 from Robert Gemmett re: The Verizon Cell Tower Proposal on 

Brackett Road. 

 

C. Event Application:  Kate Creighton is requesting to hold a bake sale at the 

Recycling Center on Saturday, 4/14/18 from 8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. to benefit the 

Rye Jr. High 8th Grade Montreal trip. 

 

D. Letter rec’d 2/9/18 from Peter Crawford requesting permission to hold signs & 

distribute flyers at the Transfer Station Saturday, February 24th, March 3rd & 10th. 

 

• Chairman Musselman requested to take Item D off the Consent Agenda for discussion. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve Consent Agenda Items A, B and C as presented.  

Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

 

• Letter rec’d 2/9/18 from Peter Crawford requesting permission to hold signs & distribute 

flyers at the Transfer Station Saturday, February 24th, March 3rd & 10th. 

Chairman Musselman stated there is some precedence to allowing all who are running for office 

to hold signs and to distribute flyers at the Transfer Station on February 24th, March 3rd and 10th.   

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to allow all who are running for office or supporting a warrant 

article to hold signs and distribute flyers at the Transfer Station on February 24th, March 

3rd and 10th.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 
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VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

1. Meeting, Tuesday, January 16, 2018, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

  The following corrections were noted: 

• Page 5, under Article 25, 1st sentence should read:  To see if the town will vote to 

amend Section 1 of Ordinance #7, the Dog Ordinance as follows. 

• Page 5, under II, last sentence should read:  premises of the owner or keeper and not 

under the control of any persons by means of personal presence and attention as 

will reasonably control the conduct of such dog, unless accompanied by the owner of 

custodian.  

• Page 5, last paragraph should read: In addition to impounding a dog found at large or 

in violation of this section, any local law enforcement officer may issue, in name of 

the owner and keeper of such dog, a notice of violation for a nuisance dog pursuant 

to RSA 466:31, II(a).  

• Page 6, under Article 30, 1st sentence should read:  To see whether the Town will vote 

to require that the Board of Selectmen engage an outside organization to conduct 

visioning sessions and make recommendations for the Rye Town Center, as 

recommended by the Parsonage Apartments Long-Range Planning Committee in 

2016 and by the Master Plan. 

• Page 8, under Article 32, 1st sentence should read: To see if the Town will vote, 

pursuant to RSA 41:14-c, to restore to the voters the exclusive authority to acquire 

or sell land, buildings or both, by rescinding Article 12 of the 2002 Town Meeting, 

which has given the Board of Selectmen that authority without any obligation to 

obtain voter approval.   

• Page 8, under Article 33, 1st sentence should read:  To see if the Town will vote to 

emphasize that any attorney paid from funds appropriated by Rye voters represents 

the Town and not the Board of Selectmen or any other Town Board, Committee, 

Commission or any individual if the interests of any of these diverge from those of 

the Town (Sanders Poynt litigation, for example). 

• Page 8, under Article 33, 3rd sentence should read:  No town attorney shall agree to 

disburse any Town funds without any appropriation by voters. 

• Page 8, under Article 33, 3rd sentence from bottom should read: (South Rd. subdivision 

settlement which presupposes Planning Board and Conservation Commission 

approval after statutorily required public hearings, for example)  

• Page 8, under Article 33, last sentence should read:  At such hearing, they shall 

describe the terms of the settlement, the reasons why it is in the best interests of the 

Town, and the steps taken, or proposed to be taken, to lessen the future burden on 

taxpayers of settlements. Members of the public shall, at the public hearing, be 

permitted to ask questions and voice their views regarding the settlement. 

• Page 9, 3rd paragraph, 2nd paragraph, 2nd to last sentence should read:  The decision was 

made by that group as a result of three lawsuits being placed against the town. 
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• Page 9, under small “b”, 1st sentence should read:  Notwithstanding whether or not any 

person is reviewing the draft minutes prior to them being made available, make 

publicly available all minutes on the Town website on or before the Due Date,  

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of January 16, 2018 as amended.  

Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

 

2. Meeting, Monday, January 22, 2018, 6:00 p.m., Town Hall 

  The following corrections were noted: 

• Page 8, 5th paragraph, last sentence should read:  It must be frustrating to the police 

force given the amount of time that each complaint takes. 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of January 22, 2018 as amended.  

Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

3. Non-Public Session, Monday, January 22, 2018  

(1) per RSA 91-A:3, II (d) Acquisition 

(2) per RSA 91-A:3, II (c) Reputation 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to approve the minutes of the Non-Public Session, per RSA 91-

A:3, II (d) Acquisition, of January 22, 2018 as presented.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All 

in favor. 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to approve the minutes of the Non-Public Session, per RSA 91-

A:3, II (c) Reputation, of January 22, 2018 as presented.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in 

favor. 

 

4. Meeting, Saturday, February 3, 2018, 5:12 p.m., Rye Junior High School 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the minutes of February 3, 2018 as presented.  

Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

 

B. TD Bank Inspection Report 

 

Building Inspector, Peter Rowell, and Deputy Building Inspector, Chuck Marsden, gave a 

report to the Selectmen regarding the TD Bank inspection that was conducted on January 25th. 

 

Exterior: 

• New pavement on parking lot – (hole in concrete pad where the ATM was previously 

located) 

• Ponding was observed on the east side of the lot – (due to melting of snow) - Drainage 

swale running along the back side of parking lot to the ponding area. 
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• The existing septic system was approved by the State and was installed 20 years ago.  

There is a 1250 gallon septic tank located behind the building, which goes into a 350 

gallon pump chamber that pumps up to the back field (approximately 400ft behind the 

building to a higher spot).  The field is a small mounded field.  No sign of flooding in the 

field.  Septic system appears to be in working order. 

Interior: 

• Front Entry – crack in the sheetrock along the door jamb continuing up to the ceiling.  

Does not appear to be an issue. 

• Miscellaneous wiring above the ceiling (not dangerous just needs to be cleaned up). 

• Conference Room (left) – some electrical outlets may need to be replaced (lose & 

outdated).  Windows difficult to open because they are painted shut. 

• Conference Room (right) – some electrical outlets may need to be replaced. Air filter in 

room (no signs of mold, mildew or moisture.) 

• Utility Closet – grounding missing from the water service.  Hot water tank is dated 2011.  

Unsupported wiring above the ceiling.   

• No issues were found with the back offices, kitchen area or bathrooms. 

• No signs of rot inside or outside.  All emergency lighting works.  Building is in good 

condition with just a few minor repairs. 

 

Town Administrator Michael Magnant noted that there is a provision in the purchase and sale 

agreement that allows the Selectmen to back out of the agreement if they are not satisfied with 

the inspection report. 

 

Vice-Chair Jenness asked if the items noted in the report for repairs would be covered with the 

warrant article budget. 

 

Town Administrator Magnant commented that he believes it would be covered.  There was 

money included in the article for a possible replacement of the leachfield.  It appears that it may 

not need to be replaced.  He also noted that the bank has removed the security system that was in 

the building.  The Town will need to put in a system, which was included in the figures set in the 

warrant article. 

 

Mr. Rowell stated that the building had been updated heavily about 20 years ago.  The building 

is very much in serviceable condition.   

 

Selectman Winslow commented the property is a bargain for the Town.  It would be a shame if 

this gets voted down. 

 

C. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Salt Storage Facility Engineer’s Award 

Recommendation 

 

• Chairman Musselman noted that the project does not get authorized until the voting on 

March 12th.  There is time to still work on the details. 
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Motion by Craig Musselman to table to a future Selectmen’s meeting.  Seconded by Phil 

Winslow.  All in favor. 

 

D. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Northeast Resource Recovery 

Association (NRRA) Invoice/Revenue Receipt 

 

Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director, spoke to the Selectmen in regards to the invoicing 

and revenue receipts from NRRA, which is currently net invoicing.  He is recommending that 

they change the current method to separate the invoices and revenues to help with future 

budgeting. 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to request that Northeast Resource Recovery Association bill 

the Town non-net invoicing.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in favor. 

 

 

E. Historic Structure Report RFP 

 

The Selectmen reviewed the draft RFP for the Historic Structure Report submitted by Town 

Administrator Magnant.  After some brief comments, the Selectmen agreed to move forward 

with the RFP. 

 

F. COLA for Non-Union Employees 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to provide a two percent (2.00%) COLA for non-union employees 

pending adoption of the full budget on March 12th.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in 

favor. 

 

 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

• Email rec’d 2/12/18 from Rob Werner, League of Conservation Voters Director, asking if 

any town official would like to speak at their presentation on the proposed federal 

offshore well drilling. Presentation is being held on Wednesday, February 21st, 6:00 p.m., 

at the Rye Public Library.   

 

The Selectmen agreed that they are not in support of offshore well drilling off the coast of Rye 

and requested that a letter be drafted to Mr. Werner. 

 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

• None 
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IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 

• None 

 

 

X. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Police Chief Kevin Walsh spoke to the Selectmen regarding the issues with parking at St. 

Theresa’s Church. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to adjourn at 7:15 p.m.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in 

favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F. Ledger 
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