
 

 

Rye Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 2, 2022 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

Rye Public Library 

Approved: 9/6/2022 

1. Attendance - Tom Pfau, Howard Kalet, Carl Nicolino, Frank Melanson, Lisa 

Sweet 

2. July Meeting Minutes Approval - approved unanimously with amendments 

3. Community Power update 

• Two handouts were shared. One is the CPCNH overview and the other 

is 2022 Q2 Update. These are attached below. 

• On July 25, the Select Board approved the amendment to the Joint Pow-

ers Agreement (JPA) that will allow the Board of CPCNH to amend the 

JPA at any meeting, rather than only at the annual meeting. This will 

give CPCNH more flexibility during the start up phase of the organiza-

tion. The amendment was approved unanimously by the CPCNH Board 

and needs approval from the Governing Bodies of all members to take 

effect. 

• The Energy Committee presented modifications to the Energy Aggrega-

tion Plan (EAP) to the Select Board on July 25. The changes do not 

change the intent of the plan. There are minor changes throughout the 

document that update the progress of Community Power Coalition of 

NH (CPCNH) and Rye Community Power. There are also 2 technical ap-

pendices that explain in more technical detail how Load Serving Entities 

will work and protection of consumer data. These are elements that are 

included in the original plan, but the attachments add more technical 

explanation. The Select Board was asked to review the changes so that 

they could vote to approve by the end of August. The Energy Committee 

suggested that any legal review of the changes hold off until the Public 



 

 

Utilities Commission (PUC) releases the final rules for Community 

Power (expected on July 27). 

• PUC released the rules for Community Power on July 27. The rules are 

very positive for CPCNH and no additional changes in the EAP are ex-

pected. The rules will now go to the Joint Legislative Commission on 

Administrative Rules for a hearing, likely August 18. 

• The City of Lebanon has submitted their EAP to the PUC for approval 

and expects to hear by September 1. 

• Rye Energy Committee would like to request from the Select Board that 

they proceed with legal review so that we can be poised to have the EAP 

modifications approved by the end of the month. We will ask how they 

would like to proceed as we are aware they have a full agenda for 8/8. 

4. Discuss Home Performance with ENERGY STAR (HPwES) participation and 

heat pump adoption 

https://nhsaves.com/learn/service/energy-audits-weatherization/ 

• Home Performance with ENERGY STAR is a comprehensive, whole 

house approach to improving energy efficiency and comfort at home, 

while reducing your energy costs and helping the environment. 

• Rye’s participation in the program is limited, but the projects that have 

been completed have good incentives and payback in terms of customer 

cost, average KWH savings and average Mbtu savings. 

• This is for existing homes (not new construction) and cost savings apply 

to efficiency measures, not to the whole renovation 

• HPwES is not income based; the benefit to cost ratio must be greater than 

1 (so benefits must outweigh cost); good candidates might be older homes 

that need to be better insulated or may be ready to replace less efficient 

appliances with more efficient ones 

https://nhsaves.com/learn/service/energy-audits-weatherization/


 

 

• Always weatherize first! This is where most energy savings occur. If you 

do not insulate appropriately, it is hard to “right-size” your heating sys-

tem; even if you invest in a very efficient heating system, it doesn’t help 

if you have not insulted your home properly. 

• Rye Energy Committee can do more outreach about the program and the 

incentives that are available. 

 

REC will look into getting on the wait list for a Button UP workshop (from 

Eversource) or participating in a regional workshop. 

• There are income-based incentives available through Community Action 

Programs and Home Energy Assistance Program (HEA). The HEA can 

help with windows, weatherization etc. and generally has higher incen-

tives available. 

5. Rye Auto Show - September 18; we will have info on weatherization, possi-

bly a Button Up workshop and community power as well as an EV or 2 de-

pending on space. 

6. Rye 400 celebration - think of ideas for Energy Committee to participate 

7. School solar update - did not get to 

8. Website review - did not get to 

9. New Business - Tom will draft newsletter update 

10. Adjourn - 8:00 PM 

 

Next meeting September 6, 2022 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 



 

 

CPCNH Overview: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CPCNH 2022 Q@ Update: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


