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What is the National Flood Insurance Program?

• Created by Congress in 1968

• Participating Communities voluntarily agree to 
adopt and administer at least the NFIP 
minimum regulations for developing in 
floodplain to minimize flood damage

• Flood insurance made available to all residents 
in a NFIP participating community

• Identified areas on a map that are subject to the 
one percent chance flood.
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National Flood Insurance 
Program
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NFIP Participation in 
New Hampshire

• 217 communities 
(92%) participate 

• Town of Rye joined the 
NFIP – June 17, 1986
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1% Annual Chance Flood

National standard used by 
the NFIP for purposes of 
requiring the purchase of 
flood insurance and 
regulating new development
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Time
Period

Flood Size

10-year 25-year 50-year 100-year

1 year 10% 4% 2% 1%

10 years 65% 34% 18% 10%

20 years 88% 56% 33% 18%

30 years 96% 71% 45% 26%

50 years 99% 87% 64% 39%
Source:  ASFPM

Flooding Over Time
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Base Flood Elevation (BFE)

The height above sea level to which flood
water would be expected to rise in a
base, 100-year, or 1% chance flood
event.
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Role Partner

Project Management UNH

Riverine Analysis – H&H 
Modeling

USGS Water Resources 
Center (Pembroke)

Coastal Analysis AECOM (Boston)

Database Compilation, 
DFIRM/FIS Production

UNH

Outreach NH Office of Energy and 
Planning

Non-Regulatory Products UNH, AECOM

Project Partners
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Post-Preliminary Phase Timeline
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New Panel Design
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Index Maps/Paneling Scheme
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Summary of Map Changes
2005 Current Maps 2014 Prelim Maps

Orthophotography 1998 2010

LiDAR data No Yes

Vertical Datum National Geodetic Vertical 
Datum of 1929

North American Vertical 
Datum of 1988

Zone A No Yes

Coastal Study No 
(last in Rye in 1984)

Yes

• Coastal Transects 19 
(from 1984 study)

82

• Primary Frontal 
Dune Delineation

N/A Yes

• Wave Set-up and
2% Wave Runup

N/A Yes
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2014 Apple 
Mac

1984 Apple 
Mac
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Changes Since Last FIRM 
Data 

Areas of Mitigation 
Interest

Flood Risk Report
Flood Risk Map

Ad-Hoc Flood Risk 
Analyses

Flood Risk

Database

Flood Risk Assessment 
Data 

Flood Depth & Analysis 
Grids

Non-Regulatory Products:
Flood Risk Map and Report
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Flood Zone
Policies 
in Force

Insurance in 
Force

Number of 
Paid Losses

Amount of 
Paid Losses

Zone AE 65 $13.2 million 18 $373K

Zone A 10 $2.2 million 27 $267K

Zone AO 74 $18.4 million 29 $363K

Zone VE 8 $1.4 million 16 $131K

Zone X 150 $44.7 million 25 $223K

Total 307 $80.1 million 115 $1.3 million

Rye Flood Insurance Stats
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Is a Structure Pre-FIRM or 

Post-FIRM?

Community
Initial FIRM

Pre-FIRM Post-FIRM



23

Is a Structure Pre-FIRM or 

Post-FIRM?

Rye Initial 
FIRM

June 17, 1986

Pre-FIRM Post-FIRM
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Pre-FIRM vs Post-FIRM Rates

In NH – Approximately 40% of Policies are Pre-FIRM
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Flood Zone
Pre-FIRM 

Policies
Post-FIRM 

Policies
Pre-FIRM 

Paid Losses
Post-FIRM 
Paid Losses

Zone AE 53 12 15 3

Zone A 10 0 27 0

Zone AO 41 33 25 4

Zone VE 8 0 16 0

Zone X 93 57 21 4

Total 205 102 104 11

Rye Flood Insurance Stats
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Flood Insurance and Map Changes
IF YOUR HOME OR 

BUSINESS IS CURRENTLY 

IN A MODERATE-TO-LOW 

RISK ZONE...

DO THIS BEFORE THE 

NEW MAPS GO INTO 

EFFECT

DO THIS ONCE THE NEW 

MAPS BECOME 

EFFECTIVE

Has a mortgage and is not 

protected by flood 

insurance...

Purchase a Preferred Risk 

Policy now and be eligible 

for "grandfathering."

Keep coverage in force and 

you will be "grandfathered 

in," avoiding high-risk 

rates.*

Does (not) have a mortgage 

but is protected by flood 

insurance...

Renew your policy. You can 

save by having a policy in 

force.

Continue to renew your 

policy and you will be 

"grandfathered in," avoiding 

high-risk rates.*

Does not have a mortgage 

and is not protected by 

flood insurance...

Purchase a Preferred Risk 

Policy now and be eligible 

for "grandfathering."

Continue to renew your 

policy and you'll stay 

eligible for the standard 

rate, based on your earlier 

flood zone, and avoid high-

risk rates.
*Note that sometimes using the new maps will result in lower premiums than the grandfathered rates; have 
your agent check both options
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Post-Preliminary Phase Timeline

7
 d

a
y
s

9
0
 d

a
y
s

Compliance 
Period

Typical Post Preliminary Phase takes approximately 14-20 months to complete

6
 m

o
n
th

s

E
s
t.

 S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 

 2
0
1
5

E
s
t.

 A
u

g
u

s
t 

2
6
, 
2
0
1
4

E
s
t.

  
N

o
v
e
m

b
e
r 

2
4
, 
2
0
1
4

E
s
t.

 M
a
rc

h
  
2
0
1
5

A
p

ri
l 

9
, 
2
0
1
4

Review and Appeal Period

E
s
t.

 A
u

g
u

s
t 

1
9
, 
2
0
1
4
 

M
a
y
 8

, 
2
0
1
4



28

90-Day Appeal Period

• Formal objection to the proposed base 
flood elevations or flood depths, SFHA 
boundaries and zones, or floodways. 

• Appeals must be based on technical 
data that show proposed maps to be 
scientifically incorrect. 

• Anyone who makes an appeal must 
include the method, data and analysis 
used to support the claim. 
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Comment

• An objection to a base map feature 
change such as labels, incorrect roads, 
jurisdictional boundaries, or any other 
non-appealable change. 

•

• Maps are always amendable through the 
FEMA Letter of Map Amendment and 
Revision processes



30

www.nh.gov/oep/planning/programs/fmp/

coastal-mapping-project


