PARSONS CREEK

Remediating an important impaired water resource




Tips for Watershed Residents &
Visitors

MAINTAIN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Pump your system every 2-3 years (or as
required by town ordinance)

Evaluate systems older than 20 years, located
within 50 feet of a waterbody or wetland,
underlain by sandy soils, and/or in areas with a
shallow seasonal high water table

Upgrade to an alternative system to treat effluent
at unsuitable sites

Use non-toxic cleaners (e.g., bleach kills
microbes necessary for waste decomposition)

REDUCE STORMWATER RUNOFF

Vegetate bare soil and plant buffers near water
Set lawn mower to 3 inches; leave grass
clippings to recycle nutrients

Divert roof runoff to vegetation for water
infiltration

MINIMIZE HOUSEHOLD POLLUTION

Reduce or eliminate use of fertilizers, herbicides,
and pesticides

Recycle, especially hazardous waste products
Compost yard waste

Be aware of oil/gas drips, detergents, and winter
sand/salt washing off your property

PROPERLY DISPOSE OF PET WASTE

Pick up pet waste and throw bagged waste in
trash or flush unbagged waste down the toilet
Failure to pick up and dispose of waste properly
is subject to $62-$1,000 fine in public areas

Additional Resources

See the Town of Rye Parsons Creek webpage for
more resident and visitor information and related
town ordinances:

https://www.town.rye.nh.us/parsons-creek-
watershed-environment

Next Steps

Revise septic system ordinances based on
HydroAnalysis report recommendations

Identify and remediate septic system failures and
other sources of fecal matter

Continue baseline FIB monitoring to track
changes in water quality over time as
remediation strategies are implemented
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