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TOWN OF RYE – SELECT BOARD 

MEETING, December 27, 2021 
6:00 p.m. 

Rye Town Hall & Zoom 

 
 
  

Present:  Chair Bill Epperson, Vice-Chair Phil Winslow and Selectman Tom King 

 

Others Present:  Town Administrator Rebecca Bergeron 

 

6:00 p.m. 

 

I.    CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Epperson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II.    NON-PUBLIC SESSION (1) per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personnel 

 

At 6:00 p.m., Bill Epperson made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II 

(a) Personnel.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  Roll Call: Winslow – Yes, Epperson – Yes, King - Yes. 

 

At 6:31 p.m., Bill Epperson made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Phil 

Winslow.  Roll Call: Winslow – Yes, Epperson – Yes, King - Yes. 

 

 

6:30 p.m.      RECONVENE PUBLIC MEETING 

 

III.    CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chair Epperson called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance 

 

IV.    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A. The Town Offices will be closed Friday, December 31, 2021 for New Year’s Day 

Holiday. 

B. The Transfer Station will be open regular hours Friday, December 31, 2021, but will 

be closed Saturday, January 1, 2022, New Year’s Day. 

C. Chief Cotreau reported that the duty crew rescued a person outside of Rye Harbor who 

had tipped over a sail boat.  The individual was in the water, but luckily had on a wet 

suit.  The crew responded with the seadoo, helped the person upright the sail boat and 

assisted them to shore.    

D. Chair Epperson reported that the cell tower should be up and operating by mid-

January.  T Mobile is looking for two items; a fiber circuit and some new technology 

is being installed into their radio cabinet.    
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E. There will be another vaccine clinic at the Public Safety Building on Saturday, January 

23, 2022 from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm.   

F. Rye Covid statistics:  78.5% or about 4,200 residents have had one dose. 

                                                      69.3% or about 3,742 residents are fully vaccinated.  

          33 active cases for a total of 551 cases or 10.1%. 

 

Chair Epperson made a motion to move DISCUSSION ITEMS B; Unmerger Request 62 

Cable Road to the top of the agenda.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in favor.   

 

The attorney representing the property owner asked for a continuance on this matter until the 

meeting of January 24, 2022, due to an illness. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to grant a continuance on the unmerger request for 62 Cable Road 

until January 24, 2022.  Seconded by Tom King.  All in favor.  

 

 

V.   PUBLIC COMMENT – (at the beginning of the meeting, for any comment by any Rye 

         resident on any topic.  Requested time limit, up to 5 minutes each person.) 

 

• Jeff DeRosa, soon to be Rye resident, spoke to the Board regarding a Southeast Land 

Trust easement on 22 Hunters Run.  He explained that he had his attorney working on it and is 

now in possession of an e-mail from Southeast Land Trust stating they have no interest in the 

easement.  He would like to have the Select Board sign off.    

 

Town Administrator Bergeron asked the Board to address this issue during the Old Business 

section of this meeting.   

 

• Jeff Ross of 333 West Road and Chair of the Rye Public Library Board of Trustees, 

spoke to the Board about the wearing of masks in town buildings.  He explained that the library 

has gone through three stages of mask protocol: 

• Masks required – when they first opened back up after the pandemic  

• Masks recommended if not vaccinated 

• Masks strongly recommended even if fully vaccinated 

 

They require masks in the children’s room.  Staff and board members will continue to wear masks 

during work and meetings.  They strongly recommend that all patrons wear masks.  They 

acknowledged that changing conditions, may require changes to their policy and practices, 

including mandatory masks for all patrons.  The trustees feel that a consistent approach within the 

Town of Rye, as a whole, would facilitate compliance with respect to any mask requirement.  

Currently, it appears that conditions are going into another changing of deterioration, so the Board 

of Trustees believe it would be appropriate for them to reevaluate masking requirements at the 

library to protect the health of the patrons and staff.   The Trustees support the Select Board’s 

initiative to do the same for all Town Buildings for a period of thirty days.     
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• Joanne Hardin of 32 Shoals View Drive, sent the Board a letter with supporting 

documentation regarding the issue of having the Town plow the west end of Shoals View Drive.   

 

Chair Epperson explained that the Board just received the letter and the documentation.  They 

have not had time to review everything.  He will get in touch with the Public Works Director to 

ride out to Shoals View to take a look at the issue in order to come up with a favorable solution.  

He promised to have an answer for Ms. Hardin very quickly.   

 

Chair Epperson and Public Works Director Rucker made arrangements to meet at 11:00 a.m. the 

following morning.  

 

 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – (to be discussed at the meeting only if pulled off the 

consent agenda by one of the three Selectmen.) 

 

A. Letter rec’d from Steven Borne re: Multiple Topics 

 

B. Appointment: Recreation Commission – 3-year term ending 4/01/24 

1. Marlene Veloso:  Appointment as a member – letter rec’d 12/05/21 

2. Recommendation letter rec’d 12/07/21 from Cory Belden, Chair 

Both Consent Agenda Items A and B were pulled for discussion. 

Chair Epperson addressed Mr. Borne regarding his letter.  He recommended that Mr. Borne go 

back to the Planning Board to discuss the items that are pertinent to them and whatever he can’t 

get done there, bring back to the Select Board. 

Mr. Borne responded that this document is posted on the Civic League website for those who are 

interested.  His concern is that there is no money in the budget or in the CIP for a complete re-

write of the Master Plan.   

Chair Epperson asked Ms. Veloso to talk about her experience. 

Ms. Veloso stated that she worked in an afterschool program in New York City for ten years.  She 

also worked in performing arts and arts education.  She has two young children who attend Rye 

Elementary.   

Chair Epperson thanked Ms. Veloso and welcomed her. 

Motion by Bill Epperson to appoint Marlene Veloso as a member of the Rye Recreation 

Commission for a term of three years ending 4/01/2024.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in 

Favor.   

VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. 79D – Barn Assessment 

 

Administrator Bergeron explained that RSA 79D is a tax incentive to encourage owners of historic 

barns and other agricultural buildings to preserve their structures by authorizing municipalities to 

grant property tax relief. 
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She turned the floor over to Ed Tinker, Rye’s assessor for further information.   

 

Mr. Tinker explained that an application would be filed in which the stipulations are that the 

property owners (a) can demonstrate the public benefit of preserving their barns or other historic 

farm buildings, and (b) agree to maintain their structures throughout a minimum 10-year 

preservation easement.  The structure must be a least 75 years old or have a significate historical 

history.  After a review of the property by the Assessing Department, a recommendation will be 

made regarding the reduction in tax on the addition to the property.   

 

Mr. Tinker reported that the Town has 153 barns.  The majority does not meet the criteria for this 

tax incentive, so there will not be a significate impact on the Town’s overall valuation and tax 

base. 

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to adopt the provisions under RSA 79D.  Seconded by Phil 

Winslow.  All in Favor.  

 

B. Unmerger Request – 62 Cable Road - Already addressing at the beginning of 

this meeting. Continued until the Select Board Meeting of January 24th 2022. 

 

C. Mask Mandate in Town Owned Buildings 

 

Chief Cotreau reported that Dr. Snow, Chief Walsh, Jack MacGlashing and he met to discuss the 

current conditions of the latest variant of Covid.  As such they are advocating for the return of the 

mask mandate for all town owned buildings.  He explained the reason for this: 

• Hospitalizations are very high 

• Workforce protection  

o particularly in town hall which has poor circulation  

• The impact from Christmas and New Year’s gatherings 

• There are 9 towns in New Hampshire that have mask mandates 

• As of the 24th of December, there has been 42,140 cases and 375 deaths in Rockingham 

County 

• In the last three days the cases have increased by 375 

 

This mandate will be in effect for thirty days, at which time it will be reevaluated.   

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to institute a thirty-day mask mandate for all public buildings in 

the Town of Rye pursuant to the previous mask mandate policy, to be reviewed at the 2nd 

Select Board meeting of each month by the emergency management team and Dr. Snow.   

Seconded by Tom King.  All in Favor. 

 

D. Rye Mosquito Control Commission Recommendation for 2022 Mosquito Service 

 

Chair Epperson reported that the Board has a recommendation from the Rye Mosquito Control 

Commission that the Town stay with Dragon Mosquito for the 2022 season.  Dragon was not the 
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low bidder; however, the recommendation was based on the relationship the Town has had with 

Dragon Mosquito for at least the last five years and the quality of the work they have done during 

that time.   

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to accept the bid from Dragon Mosquito for 2022.   Seconded by 

Bill Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

 

E. Chief Walsh – Memorandum of Agreement with the State of NH Parks and 

Recreation for Police Enforcement on State Beaches 

 

This agreement has been in effect for many years and is signed every three years by the Board.  

This agreement covers Odiorne State Park, Ragged Neck State Park, and Jenness Beach State 

Park. It allows the Rye Police Officers and the Animal Control Officer to enforce state and town 

ordinance rules within the parks.  The State does not have the staff to support enforcement in 

these parks.  Having the agreement with the State allows enforcement by local authorities, which 

enhances quality of life issues in a positive manor, due to less property damage, less trespassing, 

less littering and less disorderly conduct.          

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to accept the Memorandum of Agreement with the State of New 

Hampshire Parks and Recreation for Police Enforcement on State Beaches.  Seconded by 

Tom King.  All in Favor. 

 

 

F. Chief Cotreau – E-One Mini Pumper Proposal 

 

Note:  Chief Cotreau was called out of the meeting to a structure fire  

 

Town Administrator Bergeron explained that this was an encumbrance that the Board voted on at 

their last meeting.  The document is the contract for the new pumper that was approved in the 

amount of $300,000.  The contract will be reviewed by town counsel.  The purpose for signing 

the contact tonight is to prepay for the vehicle.  With the prepayment there is a saving of $7,000.    

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the contract for the mini-pumper, conditioned upon 

recommendations on additional warrantees by Chief Cotreau and review by town counsel.     

Seconded by Tom King.  All in Favor 

 

 

G. Town Hall Annex RFP 

 

Town Administrator Bergeron explained that the proposal package presented to the Select Board 

contains all the information going out with the RFP for the renovation of the town hall annex.  

Unfortunately, town counsel has not completed his review of the proposal.  She made two 

recommendations to the Board.  Table the approval until town counsel has completed his review, 

and possibly have a special meeting to discuss and approve it, or approve it this evening 

conditioned upon a favorable review by town counsel.    
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The Board made a few minor recommendations in wording in the RFP. 

 

Motion by Phil Winslow to approve the RFP for the town hall annex renovation documents 

with the amended changes, to include construction pricing for Phase II and Phase III and 

request one digitized copy, conditioned upon the approval of town counsel.  Seconded by 

Bill Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE – None 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS – None 

 

X. OLD BUSINESS  

 

A. Jeff DeRosa, soon to be Rye resident, presented the Select Board a copy of the e-mail he 

received from Southeast Land Trust stating that they have no interest in the easement on his 

property located at 2200 Hunter’s Run.   

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to release the easement on 22 Hunter’s Run approved at the 2005 

Town Meeting.  Seconded by Phil Winslow.  All in Favor.   

 

Town Administrator explained that the Select Board will sign this and she will get it back to the 

attorney tomorrow.   

 

B.   Annual Report Preparer 

 

After a lengthy search there has been no one who wants to take on the job of preparing the annual 

town report.  Administrator Bergeron explained that all the reports must be in from the 

commissions, boards and department heads by the 21st of January.  The treasurer, trust funds and 

finance have until February 11th.   Everything must be to the printer by February 16th.  It has to be 

ready by the election.  Administrator Bergeron suggested having Janice Ireland do the work and 

be compensated with an additional stipend.   

 

The Board agreed. 

 

C.  Rye 400 Anniversary Committee 

 

Selectman King reported that he and Administrator Bergeron have been discussing this and have 

not made much headway.  Their initial thought was to have a regular committee, but they would 

like to have the ability to accept tax deductible donations, so they thought of setting up a 503C.  

He may have a law firm that would set it up pro bono; however, it is not a small process and there 

are a number of people that need to be involved.  He is not sure that they really want to go that 

route.  They are still looking into it.  He suggested that perhaps they could convince the Historical 

Society to get involved.  If there is a 503C, the Select Board will have no control over programs 

and funding.  It would all be controlled by the 503C organization.  There is no resolution yet.        
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Steven Borne stated that the Civic League is a 503C.  If it is just a matter of accepting donations, 

it could go through the Civic League.  He pointed out that that was how they paid for Plan New 

Hampshire.  People were able to use PayPal or write a check.   

 

‘D.   Regional Associations  

 

Selectman King reported that he has sent out the initial round of emails to the ones that expressed 

interest.  He has not had any responses yet.  He reported that it is in process.  He pointed out that 

it was a 6-month charge and should be relatively easy.  Once he gets the core group, he will ask 

for a budget book for each member, so they can review it.  He reported that this is on track. 

 

E.  January Visioning Session 

 

Selectman King stated that he heard that the Visioning Session for January has been canceled.  He 

asked if it will be rescheduled. 

 

Chair Epperson responded that it would not.  Everyone will be responding individually.  The 

forms will be available online.  There were issues that created discomfort with the facilitators last 

Tuesday night that made them uncomfortable to meet with a mass of people.   

 

 

B. SELECTMEN’S 2022 BUDGET WORK SESSION 

A. Warrant Articles 

 

Article A.   

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of two hundred thousand 

dollars ($200,00) for the purchase of a front-end loader and to authorize the withdrawal of 

two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from the Highway Heavy Equipment Capital 

Reserve Fund created in 1994 for this purpose.  This article has no current tax impact.  

(Majority vote required.) 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept Article A and move it to the warrant.  Seconded by Bill 

Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

Article B.  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred thousand 

dollars ($100,000) to be added to the Municipal Buildings Construction and Renovation 

Capital Reserve Fund established by Article 9 at the 2020 Town Meeting under the 

provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of construction or renovation of town owned 

buildings.  This appropriation is in addition to the operating budget. 

 

The Budget Committee approved this with the condition that any expenditure over $25,000 will 

be brought before the Budget Committee prior to that expenditure.   
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Motion By Bill Epperson to accept Article B and move it to the warrant with the condition 

that any expenditure over $25,000 will be brought before the Budget Committee prior to 

that expenditure.  Seconded by Tom King.  All in Favor. 

 

 

Article C. 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred thousand 

dollars ($100,000) for the purpose of restoring Parson’s Creek through property enhancive 

investigation, valuation and regulation of septic systems, and to authorized the Select Board 

to borrow one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from the New Hampshire Department 

of Revenue Environmental Services, (NHDES) Clean Water Revolving Fund to the entity 

appropriate amount of twenty thousand dollars $20,000 for interest payments for 2022. This 

DES program includes principal forgiveness thus there is no cost to the Town other than a 

small amount of interest.  This appropriation is in addition to the operating budget.  ¾ vote 

required. 

 

Administrator Bergeron explained that this is a program that she, Planning Administrator Kim 

Reed and the two public works directors have been working on.  They have already done the 

preapplication with FB Environmental.  The scope of work is restoring Parson’s Creek 

Watershed.  The programs include:  

• A process to definitively identify what type of infiltration; animal, human or natural 

• There will be septic mapping 

• A process to identify areas of high concentration 

• A plan for resolution 

 

Administrator Bergeron reported that this program is being converted from a SRF loan to an 

Arbor Grant.  She has the warrant article for the SRF loan, as well, in case it is not converted.   

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept Article C and move it to the warrant.  Seconded by Bill 

Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

Article D. 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand dollars 

($300,000) for the purpose of developing a waste water asset management plan and to 

authorize the Sewer Commission to borrow thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) from the New 

Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Clean Water Revolving Fund and to 

appropriate the amount of $300.00 for interest payments for 2022. This DES program 

includes principal forgiveness thus there is no cost to the Town other than a small amount of 

interest.  This appropriation is in addition to the operating budget.  ¾ vote required. 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept Article D and move it to the warrant.  Seconded by Bill 

Epperson.  All in Favor 
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B. Capital Outlay 

 

Administrator Bergeron explained that the change to capital outlay is for the Town Hall.  They 

have just received the estimate to replace the boiler in the amount of $27,741.  This change will 

bring the total for Capital Outlay $127,349. 

Motion By Phil Winslow to increase Capital Outlay to $127,349.  Seconded by Bill 

Epperson.  All in Favor 

 

C. Encumbrances 

 

Motion By Bill Epperson to approve the amount to Encumber of $32,464.69.  Seconded by 

Phil Winslow.  All in Favor 

 

C. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

1. Meeting, Monday, November 01, 2021, 3:00 p.m., Rye Town Hall 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept the Meeting minutes, of November 01, 2021 as presented.  

Seconded by Bill Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

2. Meeting, Tuesday, November 16, 2021, 9:00 a.m., Rye Town Hall 

 

The following was noted: 

• Page 2, Other Business second paragraph reads:   Chief Walsh explained that the Select 

Board created a sub-committee, which included himself, Amy, Mary Mitchell and 

Selectman Epperson 

• It should read: Chief Walsh explained that the Select Board created a sub-committee, 

which included himself, Amy Thibodeau, Mary Mitchell and Selectman Epperson 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept the meeting minutes, of November 16, 2021 as amended.  

Seconded by Bill Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

3. Meeting, Friday, November 19, 2021, 10:00 a.m., Rye Town Hall 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to accept the meeting minutes, of November 19, 2021 as presented.  

Seconded by Bill Epperson.  All in Favor. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion By Phil Winslow to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 PM.  Seconded by Tom King.  All in 

Favor. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 

Dyana F. Ledger 
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