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TOWN OF RYE - SELECT BOARD 

MEETING 
Monday, May 8, 2023 – 6:00 p.m. 

Rye Town Hall 

 

 

 

Selectmen Present:  Chair Tom King, Vice-Chair Bill Epperson, and Bob McGrath 

 

Others Present on behalf of the Town:  Town Administrator Matt Scruton and Asst. Town 

Administrator/Finance Director Becky Bergeron, 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair King called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II. NON-PUBLIC SESSION (1) per RSA 91-A:3, II (a) Personnel 

          (2) per RSA 91-A:3, II (b) Hiring 

 

At 6:00 p.m., Tom King made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 

Personnel.  Seconded by Bill Epperson.  Roll Call: Epperson – Yes, McGrath – Yes, King – Yes. 

 

At 6:12 p.m., Tom King made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Bob 

McGrath.  Roll Call: Epperson – Yes, McGrath – Yes, King – Yes.  

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to seal the minutes of the non-public meeting that just occurred, 

because it was determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely 

the reputation of any person other than a member of this board.  Seconded by Bob 

McGrath.  All in favor. 

 
At 6:13 p.m., Tom King made a motion to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 

Personnel.  Seconded by Bill Epperson.  Roll Call: Epperson – Yes, McGrath – Yes, King – Yes. 

 

At 6:25 p.m., Tom King made a motion to come out of Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Bill 

Epperson.  Roll Call: Epperson – Yes, McGrath – Yes, King – Yes.  

 

Motion by Tom King to seal the minutes of the non-public meeting that just occurred, 

because it was determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely 

the reputation of any person other than a member of this board.  Seconded by Bob 

McGrath.  All in favor. 

 

         



DRAFT MINUTES of the BOS Meeting 5/8/23 
Please see minutes of 6/12/23 for approvals/corrections 

2 
 

6:30 p.m. RECONVENE PUBLIC MEETING 

 

III. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chair King reconvened the public meeting at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• Police Chief Kevin Walsh announced that Office Joshua McAllister and his wife Ashley 

welcomed a new baby into their family.  Chief Walsh is proud to welcome another family 

member into the Rye Police Department. 

 

• Selectman McGrath stated that since the last meeting, there have been a lot of questions 

and confusion, especially when it comes to the right-to-know policy.  He would like to go 

over a few things regarding right-to-know.  First, the right-to-know that was in question 

at the previous meeting was regarding 120 Garland Road, in which the Rye Conservation 

Commission is in a legal dispute with the owner of the property.  The right-to-know 

request from two citizens was basically asking for the legal costs that the Town has 

occurred over the past three years, as well as professional costs for the case.  As the case 

continues, the information that was requested had to go through a lawyer for any 

redactions because it’s an ongoing case.  That’s why the Town incurred a $1,2000 

expense outside of Rye’s team of employees.   

 

Right-to-Know. Transparency and Accountability: 

The Right-to-Know Law promotes transparency in government operations.  It allows our 

citizens the ability to access information about how their tax dollars are to be spent, 

decisions made by local officials and the functioning of various government departments.  

The primary focus and objective of the employees in this town is to provide the highest 

level of service possible to the residents of Rye.  This involves fulfilling specific roles 

within each department, which come with expenses typical to government operations.   

 

Selectman McGrath continued that when a resident wants something done, there’s always 

a cost associated, but the Town is prepared to pay it because there’s a staff of 

professionals that provide those services.  Any task that any department performs for one 

of the Town’s citizens could be broken down into numbers.   

 

Selectman McGrath read from the RSA:  The motives of the person requesting the 

information are irrelevant and should never be questioned.  If the requested information is 

subject to disclosure under the Right-to-Know Law, it belongs to everyone.  The act of 

requesting information and the resources required to deliver it, should not lead to 

criticism, intimidation, or guilt imposed on the citizen. It’s a fundamental right-to-know.   

 

Selectman McGrath pointed out that the goal of the government is to be sure everyone 

gets all the information they need to know.  However, sometimes, it needs to go through 

a legal process which is a legal expense to the Town.   
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V. PUBLIC COMMENT – (at the beginning of the meeting, for any comment by any Rye 

resident on any topic.  Requested time limit, up to 3 minutes each person.) 

 

• Lisa Sweet, Rye Energy Committee Member, gave an update to the Select Board 

regarding Rye Community Power.   

 

• Joann Hodgdon, 63 Cable Road, commented that it was mentioned by Selectman 

McGrath at the last meeting that he represents 564 people that voted for him.  Being 

elected has consequences and being an official does as well.  There are 566 other voters 

who didn’t vote for Selectman McGrath and there’s probably 3,000 to 4,000 that didn’t 

vote at all.  She pointed out that RSA 42:1 says to faithfully and partially discharge and 

perform all the duties incumbent.  She thinks it needs to be taken seriously.  The Select 

Board serves all the citizens of Rye.   

 

• Steven Borne, 431 Wallis Road, spoke about the April 24th select board meeting and 

read from a prepared statement (attached to these minutes).  He also commented on RSA 

91-A, Right-to-Know Law, that gives the Town the ability to push back and let the 

person know the costs that are going to be incurred for any right-to-know request. 

 

• Howard Kalet, Rye Energy Committee Member, noted that the Town is extremely 

well represented in the Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire.  He announced 

that Lisa Sweet is now on the executive board.   

 

• Jim Cassin, 17 Perkins Road, spoke about Perkins Road, which has become a very busy 

road.  He asked the Select Board to consider no parking or other options for the road to 

make it safer for pedestrians and residents. 

 

• Joe Cummins, 990 Washington Road, thanked the Select Board for establishing a 

Municipal Records Committee.  He requested that the Town Administrator start the 

meetings soon for the committee.  He expressed his concerns about records being 

destroyed before they get digitized.   

 

 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – (to be discussed at the meeting only if pulled off the 

consent agenda by one of the three Selectmen.) 

 

A. Email rec’d from Cybele Grier re: her resignation from the Beach Committee 

 

The Select Board requested a letter of thanks be sent to Cybele Grier for her service on the Beach 

Committee. 

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to accept the resignation of Cybele Grier from the Beach 

Committee.  Seconded by Bill McGrath.  All in favor. 
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VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

A. FY2024 Congressionally Directed Spending Request – Sewer on Route 1 

 

Town Administrator Matt Scruton noted that a proposal requested for ten million dollars was 

sent to Senator Shaheen’s office for a congressionally directed spending request for 2024.  It’s a 

very competitive appropriations process.  Over the next few months, the Senate Appropriations 

Committee will review the proposals submitted by Senator Shaheen, alongside several 

competitive requests from across the country.  Following this review, Senator Shaheen’s office 

will reach out directly to N.H. applicants to share whether or not their projects were selected by 

the committee for inclusion in it’s fiscal year 2024 appropriations bill.  Administrator Scruton 

noted the application would require twenty percent cost share, which would be $2,000,000. This 

would be through a warrant article that would be presented to the voters at town meeting in 

March next year.  He pointed out there has been some preliminary design work done by Altus 

Engineering.  This work has been shared with the Town, so that gives a small step forward in 

advancing the septic along that four-mile stretch on Route 1.  In addition, an intermunicipal 

agreement would have to be finalized with Portsmouth, who had capacity concerns previously.  

Also, the Sewer Commissioners must be supportive of the proposal, as they have control over the 

municipal sewer.   

 

Administrator Scruton noted that there was also the thought of bringing the water lines down 

Route 1 at the same time.  It was noted that representation from the Rye Water District is present 

at the meeting. 

 

Chair King commented that it’s good to know that Rye made the first cut and got on Senator 

Shaheen’s list.  He noted that Portsmouth has a request on the list for $4,000,000 for the 

replacement of a pumping station.  He pointed out that part of Rye’s request would require a new 

pumping station.  Rye’s project and one of Portsmouth’s sewer projects are both on the list right 

now.   

 

Vice-Chair Epperson explained that back in 2018, the Town was successful with a warrant 

article to bring the sewer from the corner of Washington Road to Portsmouth at no charge to the 

Town.  Money was being raised privately and 2.7 million was raised for that particular project.  

About 1.7 million dollars was verbally raised.  However, Covid happened and the project fell 

apart.  He continued this was prior to the development on Route 1 that is going on right now; 

Washington Green, old Hector’s site, and Airfield Drive.  The idea was to build the sewer first, 

so they would be required to connect to the sewer, thereby, abating a lot of potential long-term 

pollution.  The $10,000,000 was an estimate.  There has already been $180,000 spent on the 

design.  Hopefully, the Town will get the appropriation to work on the sewer and water at the 

same time.  In the future, the Town can work on getting the developments on Route 1 to attach to 

the sewer system.  He commented they have been working hard for years on the proposal and 

will continue. 

 

Administrator Scruton acknowledged the people who wrote letters of support for the project: NH 

Representative Jaci, Grote; State Senator Tom Sherman; Carolyn Bilodeau; and RCC Chair 
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Suzanne McFarland.  He also acknowledged Finance Director Becky Bergeron, and Selectman 

Epperson for their contribution in submitting the application.  

 

B. Boiler Replacement at the Public Safety Building 

 

DPW Director Jason Rucker spoke to the Select Board about the replacement of a boiler at the 

safety complex due to an unexpected failure.  He requested emergency replacement funding for 

the failed boiler.  The intent is to sole source the replacement using Dowling HVAC Mechanical 

Services.  Dowling is currently the provider for the mechanical provider for the safety complex 

and have done a lot of HVAC work for the Town.  Director Rucker spoke about the replacement 

options recommended by the contractor to provide efficiencies in the system and reviewed the 

costs of each. 

 

Motion by Tom King to waive the bidding requirements due to the emergency nature of the 

boiler replacement at the Public Safety Building and allow the replacement of the boiler 

under Option #1, along with recommendations #1, #2, and #3, not to exceed $35,000.  

Seconded by Bill Epperson.  All in favor. 

 

It was noted that the funds will come from the Building Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund. 

 

 

C. Jason Rucker, Public Works Director – MS4/Stormwater Management Plan Update 

 

DPW Director Jason Rucker gave an MS4/Stormwater Management Plan update to meet the 

requirements of MS4 for the yearly filing of the Town’s report.  All reports are available to the 

public on the Town’s website, as well as at the DPW Office.  He noted that MS4 stands for 

municipal separate storm sewer system.  An MS4 system is a series of pipes, drains, ditches, 

manholes, catch basins, and other structures owned by the municipality.  It’s designed to hold, 

collect, and convey stormwater.  It is not part of the sewer system.  It is regulated by the federal 

government and the EPA.  Rye is permitted to discharge into the surrounding water bodies.   

 

Director Rucker continued that this year, Rye’s stormwater management program is slated for an 

update.  A new publication will be on the Town’s website with an updated stormwater 

management plan.  Currently, the Town has nitrogen source identification reports, salt use 

reports, salt reduction plans, illicit discharge identification, spill prevention evaluations and 

control, chloride impairment studies, and other reports available for the public.  He noted that 

outside support will be hired for the update of the plan, as well as some of the sampling for this 

year.  

 

D. TAP Grant Committee 

 

Chair King noted that he is working with the TAP Grant Committee.  The Committee would like 

to have an understanding with the Select Board, Administrator Scruton, Director Rucker, and 

Finance Director Bergeron with regards to responsibilities and chain of command.  The 

Committee is getting ready to send out an RFQ for engineering firms for the project.  

Comprehensive reports are required once a month for the project.  The Committee suggested that 
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this be started with a monthly report to the Select Board stating the work that has been done and 

any costs that are anticipated.  This will be a way to track the project, which is projected for 

construction in 2027.   

 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

A. Letter rec’d from Carol McNeil requesting parking at Sawyers Beach for 3 non-residents 

for her niece’s wedding ceremony on Saturday, June 17, 2023 from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Select Board agreed this is a reasonable request for this one event.  Chief Walsh will work with 

parking to ensure there are no issues for these three cars to park at Sawyers during the wedding. 

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to approve the request for three non-resident parking slots from 

4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on June 17th to accommodate a wedding.  Seconded by Bob McGrath.   

All in favor. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

X. OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

1. Meeting, Wednesday, April 19, 2023, 9:00 a.m., Rye Town Hall 

 

The following was noted: 

Page 4, it should read:  The Recreation Department is looking for war veterans to 

be honored at the Memorial Day Celebration.   

 

Motion by Tom King to approve the minutes of April 19, 2023 as amended.  Seconded by 

Bill Epperson.  All in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Bill Epperson to adjourn at 7:38 p.m.  Seconded by Bob McGrath.  All in favor. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F. Ledger 
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