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Overview

• Updated FEMA flood maps become 
effective 1/29/2021

• Maps are developed by FEMA for 
communities in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP)

• Changes affect flood insurance 
rates and requirements for 
residents and business owners

• Changes affect where community 
floodplain ordinance applies for 
new development





FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs)
Produced by FEMA and used by:

• Municipal officials to determine a) which areas of their 
community are subject to its floodplain development 
regulations and b) the building requirements that apply 
for development activity in floodplain areas.

• Lenders to determine which properties require flood 
insurance as a condition of a mortgage or other loan.

• Insurance agents to determine flood insurance rates for 
properties.

• The general public to understand flood risk in their area.



The 1% Annual Chance Flood

• National standard used by the NFIP for regulating new 
development and flood insurance requirements

• Sometimes called the base flood or the “100-year” 
flood

• The area of the 1% annual chance flood is shown on 
the maps and is called the Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA)
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Flood Zones on the Maps

• SFHAs contain all 
flood zones that start 
with the letter A or V. 
(High risk)

• Areas outside of the 
SFHA are designated 
as Zone X. (Low to 
moderate risk)
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Base Flood Elevations (BFEs)

The height above sea 
level to which flood 
water would be 
expected to rise in a 1% 
annual chance flood 
event.
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Summary of High-Risk Flood 
Zones

Zone A: No Base Flood Elevations 
included

Zone AE: Include Base Flood Elevations

Zone AO: Shallow flooding with a 
depth between 1 and 3 ft

Zone VE: Coastal areas with waves 3 
feet or higher expected during 1% 
annual chance flood; include Base 
Flood Elevations



The Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 
Report

A technical report that 
accompanies the maps that 
includes:

• Details about the flood 
analyses used to prepare the 
maps

• Important tables and charts 
that include Base Flood 
Elevation (BFE) information
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Rockingham County 
Coastal Mapping Project

• NH’s 1st FEMA Risk MAP 
project with:
• Regulatory Products

• Non-Regulatory Products

• Kickoff and Discovery 
(scoping) in September 2011

• Community Work Map 
Meeting in August 2013
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Rockingham County 
Coastal Mapping Project
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Rockingham County
Coastal Mapping Project

Updated flood zone and floodway boundaries and Base 
Flood Elevations are being added to the maps as a 
result of updated:

• coastal flood hazard analyses 

• riverine flood hazard analyses

• Zone A (approximate) flood hazard analyses

• Topographic information
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Rockingham County
Coastal Mapping Project

• 2010 1-ft. 
Orthophotography

• Coastal LiDAR –
2 meter Digital 
Elevation Model; 
30 cm vertical accuracy

• North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD
1988)
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Municipality
2005 SFHA Data 

(Acres)
2021 SFHA Data 

(Acres)
New SFHA Change 

(Acres)

Greenland 2,727.7 2,369.1 -358.6

Portsmouth 1,749.5 1,534.1 -215.4

Hampton 3,558.8 3,366.2 -192.6

Newington 3,013.9 2,824.6 -189.3

Newmarket 2,183.4 1,999.4 -184.0

Newfields 885.3 714.3 -171.0
North Hampton 

(includes LBHVD)
1,397.0 1,241.6 -155.4

Exeter 2,076.3 1,934.0 -142.3

Hampton Falls 1,717.1 1,690.0 -27.1
Seabrook 

(includes SBVD)
2,124.0 2,106.0 -18.0

New Castle 615.5 614.3 -1.2

Stratham 718.4 732.0 13.6

Rye 2,920.2 3,152.6 232.4

Total 25,687.1 24,278.2 -1,408.9



New Flood Zones and 
Changes in Zone VE 

Municipality New Flood Zone Acres

New Castle Zone AO 0.8

Newington Zone A 2

Newmarket Zone AE with Floodway 21.1
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Municipality Change in Zone VE (Acres)

Hampton + 45

New Castle - 16.5

North Hampton/Little Boar’s 
Head Village District

+ 14.8

Rye + 52.8

Seabrook/Seabrook Beach 
Village District

+ 35.2



Significant Areas of Change in 
Rye will be:

Along Ocean Blvd where the VE zone is increased and the addition of 
the Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA) where the areas of limited 
wave action 1.5’ to 3’ in height. Both these areas FEMA recommends 
elevation on piles.

NH Flood Hazards Viewer: 
https://nhosi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a932e48a62e74f71bf17fd6aed84af88

https://nhosi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a932e48a62e74f71bf17fd6aed84af88


Regulatory Products - FIRM
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Regulatory Products – FIS Report
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New Legend and Panel Locator
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Non-Regulatory Products

23

Flood Risk
Database

09/15/2016

Flood Risk 
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Flood Risk 
Map

09/15/2016



Limit of Moderate Wave 
Action (LiMWA)

• The inland limit of the area 
expected to receive 1.5 
foot or higher breaking 
waves during a 1% annual 
chance flood.

• Special building 
requirements apply per 
current State Building Code 
(2015 IRC and IBC).
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How Will the Maps Affect 
Letters of Map 
Amendment (LOMAs)

• All LOMAs are re-evaluated based on the changes to flood 
zones and Base Flood Elevations

• Summary of Map Actions (SOMA) shows results of this 
evaluation (copies available upon request)

• All LOMAs that will remain valid will be included on a 
Revalidation Letter sent by FEMA to communities

• LOMAs that will be superseded will require flood insurance 
moving forward – secure a policy as soon as possible for the 
best cost options. 
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How to Access the New 
Flood Maps and FIS
Report

• Digital map panels and FIS report, GIS data, and non-regulatory 
products available on FEMA Map Service Center (MSC) website 
(msc.fema.gov) – under ‘Pending’ Category

• NH Flood Hazards Viewer (View both existing effective and new 
maps together) (http://bit.ly/368IBfJ)

• FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer (Once maps are 
effective)

• Paper copies will be provided to communities by FEMA closer to 
the new effective date
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https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://nhosi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a932e48a62e74f71bf17fd6aed84af88
http://bit.ly/368IBfJ
https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/tools-resources/flood-map-products/national-flood-hazard-layer




Community Floodplain 
Regulations

• The Town of Rye enforces a floodplain management 
ordinance that helps to protect lives and property 
from future floods. 

• Proposed development in high-risk areas, as shown 
on the flood maps, must meet applicable 
requirements in the ordinance.

• New flood zones, floodways, and base flood 
elevations on new maps mean new areas and/or data 
in the community to enforce regulations. 
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Community Floodplain 
Regulations and Map 
Adoption
• When FEMA updates a 

community’s FIRM and FIS report 
with new or revised flood hazard 
information, community must 
update its floodplain regulations 
to reference the date of the new 
maps and report before the new 
effective date (1/29/2021).

• Community’s floodplain 
regulations must be NFIP 
compliant by the map effective 
date.
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Use of New Flood Map 
Data Prior to 1/29/2021

• Communities are not 
required to use the new 
maps for floodplain 
development 
requirements prior to 
effective date

• FEMA encourages 
communities to reasonably 
utilize this information in 
instances where BFEs 
increase and floodways are 
revised to ensure that the 
health, safety, and 
property of their citizens 
are protected. 
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How Will the New Maps Affect Flood 
Insurance for Residents and 
Businesses?

• Dependent on current 
and new flood zone for 
a property

• Lower cost options are 
available depending on 
situation

• Contact insurance agent 
for details
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Flood Insurance is Always a 
Good Idea!

• Flood insurance is highly encouraged, 
even when not required.
• Just 1 inch of floodwater can cause as much 

as $25,000 to a home.

• 20% of flood insurance claims happen 
outside of high-risk flood zone

• Low cost options available in many cases for 
both property owners and renters

• Contact your insurance agent for details 
or visit floodsmart.gov for general 
information.
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Questions?
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Helpful Resources: 

• FEMA Mapping & Insurance eXchange helpline (1-877-336-2627)
• For general questions about the flood maps, insurance, LOMAs

• Map Changes and Flood Insurance brochure https://rb.gy/8akfie
• General info. about how flood map changes affect insurance

• FloodSmart.gov
• General info. about flood insurance and how map changes affect insurance

• NH Office of Strategic Initiatives
• Coastal Mapping Project webpage: 

www.nh.gov/osi/planning/programs/fmp/coastal-mapping-project/rockingham-
county.htm

• NH Flood Hazards Viewer: http://bit.ly/368IBfJ

• Rye Flood Management Website https://www.town.rye.nh.us/flood-management
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Contact Information
Kimberly M. Reed, CFM
Planning & Zoning Administrator
10 Central Road
Rye NH 03870
PH: (603) 379-8081
E-mail: kreed@town.rye.nh.us
http://www.town.rye.nh.us/Pages/index

Milon C. Marsden Jr. CFM
Building Inspector
Town of Rye NH
10 Central Road
603-964-9800

Jennifer Gilbert
Senior Planner | Floodplain Management Program Coordinator
New Hampshire Office of Strategic Initiatives (OSI) – Division of Planning
107 Pleasant Street, Johnson Hall, 3rd Floor, Concord, NH 03301
Main - 603-271-2155 | Direct - 603-271-1762 | jennifer.gilbert@osi.nh.gov
www.nh.gov/osi/planning/
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