
Pulpit Rock Tower – Structural Engineering Evaluation 

                         Request for Proposals  
 

The Town of Rye, through its Heritage Commission, is considering acquiring World War II 

Pulpit Rock Tower for conservation and historic purposes.   The Town is interested in 

considering public access to the top interior level of the tower (not roof deck) on limited 

scheduled days each year.   The Town is interested in receiving an update of an evaluation of the 

structure from a New Hampshire licensed professional engineer with significant experience with 

reinforced concrete structures to address the following basic questions: 

 

1. What work is required now plus estimated costs of such; annual maintenance 

requirements and estimated costs; expected capital improvements and estimated costs 

over the next 25 years to ensure that the tower remains structurally sound  

2. What is the (separately estimated) cost of bringing electrical service to the tower, 

including a basic fixture on each level? 

Regarding the first question, Pulpit Rock Tower is a 73’ high round reinforced concrete structure 

which was structurally evaluated by Emanuel Engineering, Inc. in 2011.  Since the date of that 

report, the tower has undergone numerous restoration projects addressing most of the items 

raised in that report. The Town would now like an updated evaluation of the present condition of 

the tower specifically including the projects completed since 2011 to better understand present 

and future maintenance requirements and costs to ensure the long-term integrity of the structure.  

 

The 2011 engineering evaluation and report, including results of concrete core drilling and 

testing will be made available and need not be replicated unless conditions require. 

Documentation regarding the recent improvements will also be provided upon request.  

 

Regarding the second question, while there once was electrical service to the Tower, it has long 

ago been disconnected and all wiring removed.  Utility poles and openings in the concrete floors 

for running conduit remain. The Town is considering restoring basic electrical service to the 

tower such that a lighting fixture is operational on each level. The Town would like to better 

understand the costs of such an improvement.  

 

This request does not include services for the evaluation or design of any improvements other 

than electrical service as outlined above.   

 

The engineer’s proposal should include proposed inspection and evaluation methods. Should it 

be desired, the Town of Rye will provide a thirty-five foot ladder for access to accessible parts of 

the outside of the structure.  The Town will not provide lifts.   

 

The engineer’s final work product will be a brief, stamped letter report addressed both to the Rye 

Heritage Commission and the Rye Board of Selectmen outlining the condition of the existing 

structure, the frequency and cost of maintenance requirements to ensure the integrity of the 

structure for the foreseeable future and (separately) the costs of bringing electricity service to the 

tower. The engineering report shall be prepared for, and on behalf of, the Town of Rye.  Both the 



Rye Heritage Commission and the Rye Board of Selectmen will rely on the engineer’s letter 

report in making decisions regarding acquisition of the tower.   

 

All engineers preparing proposals may visit the site prior to the proposal submission date.  

Contact Selectmen’s Executive Assistant Kate Drago at (603) 964-5523 to arrange a site visit. 

Tower access is off Neptune Drive in Rye.   

 

Proposals with qualifications, resumes, project approach, scope of work, and fee estimates (to be 

included in a separate sealed envelope) shall be delivered to the Rye Town Hall, 10 Central 

Road, Rye, NH 03870, Attn: Rye Heritage Commission prior to 4 PM on April 3, 2020. 


